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WOOD/PLASTIC 
COMPOSITE 

DECKING 

 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

952-446-1660 
www.cityofminnetrista.com  

This handout is intended only as a guide and is based in part on the 2015 Minnesota Residential Code, Minnetrista City ordinances, and 
good building practice.  While every attempt has been made to insure the correctness of this handout, no guarantees are made to its 
accuracy or completeness.  Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the owner or permit applicant.  
For specific questions regarding code requirements, refer to the applicable codes or contact your local Building Department. 
 

The Minnesota Residential Code permits the 
use of composite decking with certain 
limitations.   
 
If the decking is listed and labeled as meeting 
ASTM D 7032, it may be used for “exterior deck 
boards, stair treads, handrails, and guardrails 
systems” and may be installed in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.  
Those instructions must be left on site for the 
framing/final inspection. 
 
If it is not tested and labeled in accordance with 
ASTM D 7032, the decking must have approval 
via an approved 3rd party testing agency.   An 
example of a report is included in this handout. 
 
When purchasing composite decking, you 
should ask the seller if the product has either 
the ASTM listing or an evaluation report and the 
seller should be able to provide a copy of the 
appropriate information to you.   
 
Examples of 3rd party testing report searches 
http://www.icc-es.org/.   
http://www.architecturaltesting.com/certification/
code_compliance_research_reports_ccrr.aspx 
http://www.iapmoes.org/EvaluationReports/defa
ult.aspx 
 
If the product is not listed or it does not have an 
evaluation report, it is presumed to be non-
compliant and will not be accepted.   
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Any plans submitted that intend to use 
plastic/composite decking should identify the 
product name.   
 
Evidence of listing, for listed decking, should be 
provided as well as a copy of the installation 
instructions. 
 
For products having an evaluation report, a 
copy of the report must be provided. 
 
It is important to read the evaluation report 
carefully because it specifies how the product 
must be installed to “meet code”.  A copy of the 
evaluation report is required to be on the job 
site at the time of inspection so the field 
inspector can compare the installation to the 
individual evaluation report. 
 
Most all composite decking products are limited 
in the evaluation report to use as decking for 
exterior balconies, porches, decks, stair 
treads, and other exterior walking surfaces.  
This excludes their use in any type of enclosed 
area.   
 
Decking cannot be used as a structural 
member unless approved in the evaluation 
report.  This includes being installed under 
bearing posts in porch installations. 
 
Decking cannot be used as a component of a 
guard rail system unless approved in the 
evaluation report.   
 
Evaluation reports might require that some 
decking products must be installed 
perpendicular to the supporting members even 
though the manufacture’s installation 
instructions show otherwise.   
 
If the composite decking is approved for use as 
stair tread material, read the report closely to 
determine the correct spacing for stair jacks.  
Some products require that stair jacks be 
spaced as closely as 12” o.c. or even 8” o.c. 
 
In all cases, the research report takes 
precedence over the manufacturer’s installation 
instructions so you will not want to rely 
exclusively on the manufacturer’s installation 
instructions.  
 
Any questions regarding the use of composite 
decking should be directed to the Minnetrista 
Building Department 
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